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The group around Hess, together with, for instance, Ribben-
trop in spite of some blunders, and Bohle, carry much more
weight. The official experts, and such men as von Neurath,
are used only as advisers on formalities, on the modification
and adjustment of the over-smart policy of the regime, and on
polishing the phraseology of drafts. One name deserves special
mention, that of Professor Haushofer, retired Major-General,
now president of the German Academy. With his school of
"geopolitics" he has contributed a great deal to the clarification
of the intentions of the regime on foreign policy. Exceptional
weight must be attached to his statements, because he has given
expression to many aspirations and intentions of the regime
with almost criminal candour.
Two errors must be guarded against at the outset. Intensive
settlement in the east of Europe in territory won for Germany
is no longer the central aim of National Socialist foreign policy.
The idea existed and still exists in some minds, but it is no
longer of any importance.   The impossibility of agricultural
colonization in its historic form of eastward expansion has long
become clear even to the romantics of the "Blood and Soil"
myth; the potential settlers do not exist in sufficient number;
and, what is more, that method is inconsistent with the actual
imperialist policy of the regime.   All imperialisms detach a
nation from its own soil and mobilize it. The actual slogan of
the "dynamic" policy is not the return to the land but imperial
expansion into a Greater Germany carved out of Europe.
And, secondly, the idea of making an end of the military power
of France in a final struggle, and reducing that "hereditary
enemy" to secondary political importance in consonance with
its diminishing population, is no longer regarded as a primary
political task.  These aims, mentioned in Mein Kampf and in
the older popular literature of the party, have largely been put
out of date by the course of events, or at all events have been
allowed to fall into the background.  They do not touch the